
Pennsylvania faces steep challenges if it is to 
accelerate the pace of installing pollution-
reduction practices and find sources of 
funding in order to meet its Clean Water 
Blueprint commitments.

The Commonwealth is off-track for 
reaching its targets practices such as 
rotational grazing and the implementation 
of soil and water conservation and nutrient 
management plans. 

The Keystone State is also not measuring up 
when it comes to planting forest buffers, but 
is on pace to meet its Blueprint targets for 
wastewater ahead of schedule. 

The Commonwealth has done well when it 
comes to planting traditional cover crops 
grown off-season to keep soil and nutrients 
on the land, and a tillage strategy that leaves 
more of the soil surface covered with the 
leaves and stems of cover crops when they 
are cut down. 

Pennsylvania submitted a revised Phase 
III Watershed Implementation Plan which, 
according to the state, would achieve the 
state’s pollution reduction commitments by 
2025 if fully implemented. But the original 
and amended plans identify an annual 
funding shortfall of over $320 million.

The EPA promised to hold states accountable 
for progress and consequences for failure 
in meeting clean water obligations. Because 
EPA has failed to require Pennsylvania to 
develop plans to achieve restoration goals, 
CBF and partners, and attorneys general of 
four watershed states, are suing EPA.

At the state level, pending legislation 
supports the many boots on the ground 
working hard every day to protect and 
restore local rivers and streams.
 
Legislation in the General Assembly would 
establish a Clean Streams Fund. It would 

invest $250 million of the state’s unallocated 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) funding 
toward reducing the top three sources of 
stream pollution. Half would go toward 
establishing a statewide farm conservation 
cost-share program called the Agricultural 
Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP).

Governor Tom Wolf’s General Fund budget 
proposal for fiscal year 2022-23 includes 
spending over $13 billion in federal funds 
from the ARP and Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act. Some of those funds could be 
invested in the ACAP, Clean Streams Fund, 
and Growing Greener. 

Pennsylvania’s plan for clean water is only 
as effective as the financial, technical, and 
oversight support made at the state and 
federal levels to implement it. 

 

“Challenges and 
Opportunities” — our 
front-page headline 
pretty much sums up springtime in 
Pennsylvania — What temperature will 
it be today? 32 (brrr) or 72 (bliss)? My 
tulips are coming up, but should I start my 
spring planting yet? 

Challenge: Pennsylvania has a long way to 
go to reach our clean-water goals. 

Opportunity: Pennsylvania enters this 
spring budget season with projected 
surpluses and healthy rainy-day funds, as 
well as massive influxes of federal funds. 

Challenge: How to connect the funds to 
local water-quality projects?

Opportunity: CBF is two for two so far in 
our legislative pushes and a third is close. 
(Considering that PA only passes four 
percent of the bills it considers, this is 
quite a feat!)

Three years ago, our student leaders 
successfully advocated for the Eastern 
hellbender to be officially named the 
state amphibian. 

CBF also helped to establish the Keystone 
Tree Restricted Account — allowing for 
voluntary donations as part of PennDOT 
fee payments. 

Passage of the Clean Streams Fund and 
Agricultural Conservation Assistance 
Program would accelerate local water 
quality projects.

Help us claim the hat trick!
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Challenges and Opportunities:
Clean Water Blueprint Work Continues

From the Desk of  
Shannon Gority
PENNSYLVANIA 
DIRECTOR
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Pennsylvania needs to pick up the pace if it is to 
meet its Clean Water Blueprint goals.
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Keystone 10 Million
Trees Partnership
Has a Lofty Goal of
500,000 Trees in 2022
This year will be an important one for the 
Keystone 10 Million Trees Partnership — 
the goal is to plant nearly 500,000 trees!

At CBF, we have been looking forward 
to the challenges and the continued 
diligence and tireless efforts of partners, 
during what will be the fifth spring 
planting season for the partnership.

The successful planting and survival 
of 10 million trees for Pennsylvania 
requires investments for tree protection 
and stewardship. Through this support 
the economy will be stimulated, and the 
partnership strengthened to grow and 
reach its goal by 2025.

The partnership is accelerating the 
number of forested buffers alongside 
streams, particularly alongside farmland 
and urban and suburban settings.

We are seeking funding to reach out 
to 19,000 landowners who would be 
willing to restore riparian buffers on their 
property by the end of 2025. This blend 
of target areas for trees will have a direct 
positive link to human health, strong 
communities, vibrant farms, and a legacy 
of clean water for all.

Sustaining the partnership by providing 
wide-ranging resources and assistance 
are key to its long-term success through 
2025. This is why the partnership 
continues to provide free trees to all 
partners across the Commonwealth 
based on a regional priority request 
system. Tree shelters and stakes are also 
available in critical regions, at no charge, 
as funding is available.  

Today, nearly 28,000 miles of 
Pennsylvania’s rivers and streams are 
damaged by pollution. The Clean Water 
Blueprint plans to address that with 
96,000 acres of forested buffers to be 
planted statewide by 2025. Meeting 
this massive restoration challenge will 
take many hands—landowners willing to 
plant trees, volunteers willing to help, 
conservation partners connecting them, 
and funding to make it all possible.  
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The  Keystone 10 Million Trees Partnership recognized Kiasha Huling of Philadelphia, left, and Shauna 
Yorty of Lancaster, right, with Mira Lloyd Dock Partnership Diversity Awards for their conservation work 
and community building in under-represented portions of their cities. As part of the awards, Huling and 
Yorty received $5,000 worth of trees and supplies each, to help advance their efforts.
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CBF has received a federal grant to 
help historically underserved farmers 
learn about and implement agricultural 
conservation practices that are good 
for water quality, climate resiliency, soil 
health, and farmers’ bottom lines. 

CBF hopes to use the grant from the 
Department of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service to 
connect with veterans and novice farmers 
in central and south-central Pennsylvania, 
and limited-resource farmers in Maryland. 

Over the next two years, CBF plans 
to use the federal funds to work with 
local partners in Pennsylvania and 
Maryland in order to provide technical 
assistance and outreach events, such as 
on-farm demonstrations and round-table 
discussions, to engage farmers that have 
historically been underserved.  

“Historically, Black and Indigenous farmers 
have tragically lost opportunities to farm 
because of unequal access to programs 
and services that support farm ownership. 
Without significant financial and technical 
help, they have almost no chance to farm, 
much less regain farm ownership,” said 
Bill Chain, CBF’s Pennsylvania Agriculture 
Program Manager and Assistant Director.  

“This program offers the resources 
to reach underserved farmers while 
supporting conservation, climate 
resilience, community health, and careers 
in natural resource management,” Chain 
said. “CBF looks forward to making a 
difference by creating opportunities for all 
farmers to participate.” 

Reducing pollution, promoting social 
justice, and fighting climate change are 
integral to CBF’s mission of restoring the 
Bay and its tributaries, including those in 
Pennsylvania, for the benefit of all of the 
region’s more than 18 million people.

CBF will mark an important achievement 
by student leaders in Pennsylvania next 
month—on the third anniversary of their 
successful effort to designate of the Eastern 
hellbender as the Commonwealth’s official 
state amphibian. Students gathered around 
Governor Tom Wolf on April 23, 2019, when 
he signed the bill they helped to draft. 

The hellbender bill was sponsored by Senator 
Gene Yaw (R-Lycoming). 

Hellbenders are an indicator species for 
clean water. A lack of streamside trees along 
Commonwealth waterways allows waters 
to warm, polluted runoff to enter rivers and 
streams, and silt to build up in streambeds. 

Habitat for hellbenders has been degraded 
and hellbender numbers have been decimated 
in streams where they were plentiful as 
recently as 1990.

Starting in 2016, student leaders studied 
hellbenders extensively, installed nesting 
boxes in several streams, and met with 
legislators advocating for the designation. 

The students’ campaign garnered local, state, 
and national attention, making it onto the 
front page of the Wall Street Journal and as 
subject of the iconic Mark Trail Sunday comic 
strip. A radio station in Canada interviewed 
Student Leader President Emma Stone.

“It is my hope that other student leaders 
across the Commonwealth may be inspired 
by our work,” Stone said. “Making change is 
possible, no matter your age. All you need is 
dedication, support, and of course, a worthy 
cause. The hellbender is a worthy cause.”

CBF’s Student Leadership Program is open to 

high school students and is designed to give 
them a voice and an active role in clean-water 
efforts in Pennsylvania.

In the process of getting the Eastern hellbender 
designated as Pennsylvania’s official state 
amphibian, CBF student leaders like Abby 
Hebenton met one at the Pittsburgh Zoo.

April Marks Third Anniversary of a Student
Effort to Save Hellbenders and Clean Water

C
B

F 
S

TA
F

F

C
B

F 
S

TA
F

F

Underserved Farmers
Can Learn Agricultural
Conservation Practices
Through Federal Grant
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New CBF President and CEO Hilary Falk, 
seated center, was in Harrisburg to meet with 
CBF’s Pennsylvania staff. She started her career 
in environmental education as an intern with 

CBF and is a graduate of Franklin and Marshall 
College. She came to CBF from the National 
Wildlife Federation, where she was Chief 
Program Officer.
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CBF has multiple priorities for the 2022 
legislative session.

CBF has been working alongside the 
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, Penn State 
College of Agricultural Sciences, and 
State Conservation Commission, on 
legislation to establish the Agricultural 
Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP).  
It would provide county conservation 
districts additional resources to help 
farmers design and defer the costs of 
implementing conservation practices. 

Senate Bill 465 would create ACAP. 
Senate Bill 832 and House Bill 
1901 would create ACAP as part of 
comprehensive package called the Clean 
Streams Fund (CSF), a $250 million fund  
to address the top sources of stream 
pollution in the state. The CSF would 
dedicate $125 million toward ACAP.

The CSF would also invest in reducing 
the impacts of polluted runoff from urban 
areas, cleaning up acid mine drainage, and 
restoring abandoned mine land across the 
state, and helping plant more trees along 
streams and streets.

Pennsylvania received nearly $7.3 billion 
in federal American Rescue Plan (ARP) 
resources. The federal infrastructure 
bill that passed will deliver roughly $4.4 
billion to Pennsylvania. 

Governor Tom Wolf’s fiscal year 2022-23 
budget proposal that seeks to spend over 
$13 billion in federal funds, about $450 
million to go to conservation, recreation, 
and preservation.

CBF continues to support Senate Bill 
251, to regulate the application of lawn 
fertilizer and certify applicators as a 
way to reduce nitrogen and phosphorus 
pollution. The bill was passed by the 
Senate and has been tabled in the House.

CBF will also continue to fight legislation 
that seeks to limit the Department of 
Environmental Protection’s abilities, 
thwart efforts to regulate greenhouse 
gases, allow polluters to “self-regulate” 
chemical spills and discharges, hand over 
permitting authority to private industry, 
and other measures.
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More and more people just like you have 
included CBF in their wills or charitable 
plans. It’s a great way to fuel the effort to 
clean Pennsylvania’s waters for generations 
to come, without requiring a major cash 
commitment today. With a little planning, 
you can create an environmental legacy that 
becomes a part of your own life story. 

It’s much easier than you think. A planned gift 
can include any asset including cash, stock, 
real estate or retirement accounts. In addition 
to your personal financial advisors, we are 

also here to help you consider all of your 
planned gift options. 

Plus, by making a planned gift, you become a 
member of the Nellie Semans Society, CBF’s 
legacy group. This select group of supporters 
receive special recognition and benefits, like 
exclusive events, boat trips, and more.

To learn more about making a gift through 
your will, please visit cbf.org/plannedgiving 
or contact Lane Whigham at 717-204-4040  or 
at  LWhigham@cbf.org.

Make Clean Water Part of Your Legacy

CBF Eyes Multiple
Legislative Priorities

5 Ways ACAP will Benefit Pennsylvania
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More than 6,000 miles of 
Pennsylvania’s rivers and streams 

are considered impaired from 
agricultural activities.

Agriculture is Pennsylvania’s 
leading economic enterprise.

Most Pennsylvanians get their 
drinking water from lakes, rivers, 

and streams.

Agriculture is part of 
Pennsylvania’s culture 

and heritage.

Agricultural production 
activities are a leading source of 

Pennsylvania’s nutrient and topsoil 
loss degrading the Chesapeake Bay.

Healthier Local Streams 
Critters like brook trout and the hellbender that rely on cool, 
clean water to survive will have cleaner, healthier habitat.

Cleaner Drinking Water 
ACAP will help keep pollutants out of sources of drinking 
water thus improving quality and reducing treatment 

Vibrant Communities 
ACAP will help boost local business and jobs, benefiting 
quality of life in communities across the state.  

Charming Countryside 
Cleaner, greener farmland means more iconic views sought 
after by the growing number of agritourists.

A Saved Bay 
ACAP will go a long way in helping our community and 
our neighbors downstream.

Support Bill to Boost Pennsylvania Farmers’ 
Healthy Soils and Clean Water Efforts 

If passed, Pennsylvania Senate Bill 465 would create the Agricultural Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP) 
offering financial support to family farmers who want to leave a legacy of healthy soils and clean water for future 
generations. ACAP cost-share funding for smart agricultural practices would flow through county conservation 

districts and bring the right kind of help where it is most needed. 


