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Greening our Schools
At the end of March, CBF and our volunteers 
completed the installation of a bioswale project at 
Lindenwood Elementary School in Norfolk. The 
volunteers also helped spruce up the garden we 
planted last fall and placed mulch in low areas 
within the adjacent playground. The bioswale will 
help the school prevent standing water on its 
grounds, and slow down and filter pollution from 
captured rainwater before it makes its way to our 
local streams and the Bay. 

Clean Water Wins in EPA Settlement

In April, Virginia 
menhaden industry 
officials signed a non-enforceable 
agreement with the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission (VMRC). Under 
the memorandum of understanding, the 
menhaden fishery would limit fishing 
operations on summer weekends and 
holidays and within one mile of the 
shore in some of Virginia’s portion of the 
Chesapeake Bay.  

This follows VMRC’s failure to approve 
proposed regulations on Virginia’s 
menhaden purse seine fisheries last 
December, opting instead to propose the 
agreement that was signed last month. 

Omega Protein is the primary harvester of 
menhaden in the region. Spills sometimes 
occur when purse seine nets snag, tear, or 
otherwise malfunction, sending dead fish 
into the water and sometimes onto nearby 
shorelines and beaches. 

Last year several net spills by Omega 
Protein resulted in thousands of dead 
menhaden and about 12,000 pounds of 
red drum fouling beaches on Virginia’s 
Eastern Shore. Net spills before busy 
holiday weekends have hurt the tourism 
economy in coastal Virginia communities.  
We appreciate this step by VMRC toward 
addressing the threats caused by Omega 
Protein’s net spills.

In a win for local waterways, healthy 
communities, and the Chesapeake 
Bay, a proposed settlement has been 
reached in CBF’s lawsuit against the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The 
2020 lawsuit was brought because of EPA’s 
failure to require Pennsylvania to develop and 
implement a plan to meet its commitments to 
reduce pollution under the Chesapeake Clean 
Water Blueprint. 

The settlement is a significant step toward 
reducing pollution in Pennsylvania, and 
is the result of lawsuits filed against EPA 
by CBF and our partners including Anne 
Arundel County, the Maryland Watermen’s 
Association, and Robert Whitescarver and 
Jeanne Hoffman. The Attorneys General for 
Delaware, Maryland, the District of Columbia, 
and Virginia filed a separate similar suit; 
these cases were combined by the courts. 
The public now has 30 days to comment on 
the proposed settlement before it can be 
finalized (please see the Calendar section for 
information on how to submit comments).  

The settlement requires EPA to, among other 
things, look for ways to reduce pollution from 
agriculture—Pennsylvania’s biggest polluting 
source—and stormwater runoff from urban 
and suburban land. As part of the settlement, 

EPA also commits to increase compliance and 
enforcement efforts. 

With this settlement, EPA is focusing on 
concerted remedial action to address 
some of the most severe problems in 
Pennsylvania, providing accountability and 
reasonable assurance that Bay restoration 
will succeed. This is a welcome change. The 
Trump administration did not use its Clean 
Water Act tools to hold all Bay partners 
accountable. By signing this settlement 
agreement, the Biden administration has 
taken a significant step forward in meeting 
that obligation. 

Reducing pollution remains the single most 
urgent priority to restore the Chesapeake 
Bay, and the Blueprint has proven to be 
the best way yet to do so. However, both 
CBF’s and EPA’s most recent evaluations of 
the watershed jurisdictions’ plans to meet 
their Blueprint requirements found that 
most states were not on track—despite 
recent successes at the state levels that will 
accelerate pollution-reduction efforts. 

CBF is encouraged by the proposed 
settlement and applauds EPA for taking this 
next step to hold all parties in the clean-up 
effort accountable.

Volunteers help install a bioswale at 
Lindenwood Elementary School.
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H A M P T O N  R O A D S
Brock Environmental Center 

3663 Marlin Bay Drive 
Virginia Beach, VA 23455 

757-622-1964 
hamptonroads@cbf.org

V I R G I N I A
1108 East Main Street 

Suite 1600 
Richmond, VA 23219 

804-780-1392

C B F  H E A D Q U A R T E R S 
Philip Merrill Environmental Center 

6 Herndon Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21403 
410-268-8816 

Membership information: 888-SAVE-BAYC B F . O R G

Volunteers Lend Hands!
CBF in the Community

R E S T O R A T I O N 

Oyster Gardening   
Various dates and locations during the 

months of June, July, and August  

Anyone with access to salty water can 

volunteer to grow an oyster garden. For 

workshop dates and locations, visit  

cbf.org/vaoystergardening. 

A D V O C A C Y 

Urge EPA to Finalize 

Settlement 
Submit comments by Monday, May 22 

Show your support for the Clean Water 

Blueprint and the proposed settlement 

reached in CBF’s lawsuit against EPA. 

Visit cbf.org/take-action to submit your 

comments today.

C O M M U N I T Y 

Student Leadership Programs 
Join us in the field this summer! 

These multi-day, in-person, overnight 

experiences are open to rising 9th–12th 

graders who are interested in joining 

fellow students in their mission to advance 

advocacy, take action, and raise awareness 

to help save the Bay. Expeditions primarily 

take place outdoors where participants 

explore different parts of the watershed. 

All transportation, lodging, and meals are 

provided during the expeditions. Cost is 

$500. Financial assistance is available. To 

register, visit cbf.org/slsummer.

Annual Clean the Bay Day 
Saturday, June 3 

Join us on June 3 for the traditional clean-

up or make your own event during the DIY 

week from June 4 through 9! For more 

information, visit cbf.org/cleanthebayday. 

CBF was pleased 
to host many 
volunteer 
groups this 
spring at 
the Brock 
Environmental 
Center! During 
one week in 
April, more than 
100 volunteers 
came to four 
events creating 
470 bags of 
oyster shell and 
building more 
than 90 cages 
for our oyster gardening program! Volunteers 
from PRA Group, a global leader in the non-
performing loan industry; Operation Smile, 
a non-profit medical services organization; 
and Norfolk Academy were some of the 
organizations who helped us prepare for our 
oyster gardening events. 

If you are interested in becoming an oyster 
gardener, register for a workshop near you by 
visiting cbf.org/vaoystergardening. 

This year’s Clean the Bay Day is right around 
the corner! We were honored to commission 
Dwight Easter, a digital folk artist, to create 
our Clean the Bay Day art this year. Dwight 
produced the image using only an iPhone app, 
drawing on his phone’s screen with a stylus.
A longtime Hampton Roads resident, Dwight 
has created art since the 1990s, describing his 
work as “a commentary on popular culture, 
current events, hotdogs, cranes, and joy.” He 
hopes this piece will inspire people to join 
a Clean the Bay Day litter cleanup on June 3 
(visit cbf.org/cleanthebayday to register). 

Since it began in 1989, this Virginia tradition 
has engaged more than 165,500 volunteers 
who have removed approximately 7.18 million 
pounds of debris from more than 8,250 miles 
of shoreline.

Volunteers from Operation 
Smile helped CBF prepare for 
our oyster restoration work 
this summer.

C B F  S TA F F

CBF Celebrates 50 Years of Environmental Education
In April, Hampton Roads students celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of CBF’s award-winning 
environmental education program with a 
hands-on learning experience aboard a CBF. 

About 20 students from the Ocean Lakes High 
School Biology Club joined CBF educators on 
a field investigation on the Lynnhaven River 
to perform water quality testing, explore local 
environmental issues, and pull a net to sample 
fish, crabs, and other aquatic life. 

Since 1973, CBF has led more than 1.5 million 
people in field investigations. Today, CBF 
reaches more than 10,000 Virginia students 
and teachers each year through field trips, 
teacher training, and restoration program. 

CBF collaborates closely with teachers and 
school administrators to integrate state 
learning standards with explorations of local 
waterways, ensuring environmental education 
programs complement classroom learning.

CTBD Art Released

C B F  S TA F F

Students from Ocean Lakes High School 
participate on a CBF education trip this spring.
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