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Clean Water Wins in EPA Settlement

CBF staff had a table at Henrico County’s 
Earth Day Festival among others this year.

Celebrating Earth Day
In April, we celebrated the 53rd Earth Day 
with reminders about ways we can all make a 
difference in protecting our planet, including 
our national treasure, the Chesapeake Bay. In 
Virginia, CBF staff and our volunteers attended 
Earth Day events in Virginia Beach, Hampton, 
Richmond, and Henrico County. We were 
honored to share information with members of 
the public about actions they can take to save 
both our planet and the Bay.
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In April, Virginia 
menhaden industry 
officials signed a 
non-enforceable 
agreement with the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission (VMRC). Under 
the memorandum of understanding, the 
menhaden fishery would limit fishing 
operations on summer weekends and 
holidays and within one mile of the 
shore in some of Virginia’s portion of the 
Chesapeake Bay.  

This follows VMRC’s failure to approve 
proposed regulations on Virginia’s 
menhaden purse seine fisheries last 
December, opting instead to propose the 
agreement that was signed last month. 

Omega Protein is the primary harvester of 
menhaden in the region. Spills sometimes 
occur when purse seine nets snag, tear, or 
otherwise malfunction, sending dead fish 
into the water and sometimes onto nearby 
shorelines and beaches. 

Last year several net spills by Omega 
Protein resulted in thousands of dead 
menhaden and about 12,000 pounds of 
red drum fouling beaches on Virginia’s 
Eastern Shore. Net spills before busy 
holiday weekends have hurt the tourism 
economy in coastal Virginia communities.  
We appreciate this step by VMRC toward 
addressing the threats caused by Omega 
Protein’s net spills.

In a win for local waterways, healthy 
communities, and the Chesapeake 
Bay, a proposed settlement has been 
reached in CBF’s lawsuit against the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The 
2020 lawsuit was brought because of EPA’s 
failure to require Pennsylvania to develop and 
implement a plan to meet its commitments to 
reduce pollution under the Chesapeake Clean 
Water Blueprint. 

The settlement is a significant step toward 
reducing pollution in Pennsylvania, and 
is the result of lawsuits filed against EPA 
by CBF and our partners including Anne 
Arundel County, the Maryland Watermen’s 
Association, and Robert Whitescarver and 
Jeanne Hoffman. The Attorneys General for 
Delaware, Maryland, the District of Columbia, 
and Virginia filed a separate similar suit; 
these cases were combined by the courts. 
The public now has 30 days to comment on 
the proposed settlement before it can be 
finalized (please see the Calendar section for 
information on how to submit comments).  

The settlement requires EPA to, among other 
things, look for ways to reduce pollution from 
agriculture—Pennsylvania’s biggest polluting 
source—and stormwater runoff from urban 
and suburban land. As part of the settlement, 

EPA also commits to increase compliance and 
enforcement efforts. 

With this settlement, EPA is focusing on 
concerted remedial action to address 
some of the most severe problems in 
Pennsylvania, providing accountability and 
reasonable assurance that Bay restoration 
will succeed. This is a welcome change. The 
Trump administration did not use its Clean 
Water Act tools to hold all Bay partners 
accountable. By signing this settlement 
agreement, the Biden administration has 
taken a significant step forward in meeting 
that obligation. 

Reducing pollution remains the single most 
urgent priority to restore the Chesapeake 
Bay, and the Blueprint has proven to be 
the best way yet to do so. However, both 
CBF’s and EPA’s most recent evaluations of 
the watershed jurisdictions’ plans to meet 
their Blueprint requirements found that 
most states were not on track—despite 
recent successes at the state levels that will 
accelerate pollution-reduction efforts. 

CBF is encouraged by the proposed 
settlement and applauds EPA for taking this 
next step to hold all parties in the clean-up 
effort accountable.
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CBF Participates in Farm Bill Summit

CBF Supports Environmental Justice for All Act
In late March, CBF announced its 
endorsement of the A. Donald McEachin 
Environmental Justice for All Act. 

Named for the late Richmond-area 
congressman and environmental justice 
champion, the legislation would empower, 
support, and protect low-income 
communities, communities of color, and 
tribal or Indigenous communities in the Bay 
watershed and around the country that are 
too often disproportionately burdened by 
multiple environmental and public health 
threats caused by polluting facilities such as 
natural gas pipelines, trash incinerators, and 
industrial plants.   

The legacy of racist housing policies 
compounds the problem by leaving 
communities in cities like Richmond more 
vulnerable to extreme heat, intense storms, 
frequent flooding, sea level rise, and other 
hazards exacerbated by climate change. 

This is one reason why CBF is partnering 
with the City of Richmond, Virginia Interfaith 
Power and Light, Groundwork RVA, and 
Southside ReLeaf to utilize new grant 
funding to plant 300 trees and install green 
infrastructure practices, like rain gardens 
and bioswales, in targeted formerly-red-lined 
neighborhoods that suffer from urban heat 
island impacts, such as poor health outcomes.

Congress this year is deliberating on the 
most influential agricultural legislation in 
the nation: the Farm Bill. The only Virginian 
representative on the U.S. House Agriculture 
Committee is Representative Abigail 
Spanberger. To learn more about farmer and 
conservation needs related to the Farm Bill, 
Representative Spanberger hosted a Farm 
Bill Summit in Caroline County, welcoming 
farmers, farm groups, rural advocates, and 
conservation advocates, including CBF. 

More than 100 attendees came to the summit 
to learn more from stakeholders and provide 
feedback on needs that should be addressed 
in the upcoming Farm Bill. 

Renegotiated roughly every five years, the 
Farm Bill has far-reaching impacts on farm 
communities and the way food is grown and, 
in turn, on the quality of our waterways. It 
covers major programs like crop insurance, as 
well as key conservation programs that help 
farmers reduce pollution.

Increasing Farm Bill funding for conservation 
programs is critical. Farm Bill programs 
that help farmers pay for fencing to keep 
cattle out of streams and plant streamside 

buffers (among other practices) are currently 
oversubscribed, meaning the funds fall short 
of the demand from farmers who want to 
implement conservation practices.

Agriculture, which covers approximately one-
third of the Chesapeake Bay’s 64,000-square-
mile watershed, is the second largest land 
use in the watershed. And it is the biggest 
source of pollution for local waterways. We 
can’t restore local rivers, streams, and the Bay 
without reducing pollution from agriculture. 
This is why CBF is urging Congress to pass 
a Farm Bill with strong investments in 
conservation programs. 

CBF in the Community

A D V O C A C Y

Urge EPA to Finalize 
Settlement 
Submit comments by Monday, May 22 
Show your support for the Clean Water 

Blueprint and the proposed settlement 

reached in CBF’s lawsuit against EPA. 

Visit cbf.org/take-action to submit your 

comments today.

C O M M U N I T Y 

Richmond VoiCeS Class 
Tuesdays, July 18–August 22 
6:30–8:00 p.m. 
Second Baptist Church of South Richmond 
3300 Broad Rock Boulevard, Richmond 
Become a more knowledgeable advocate for 

the Bay by participating in our Volunteers 

as Chesapeake Stewards, or VoiCeS, adult 

education class. At the completion of the 

program you will be inspired to complete 

a service project of your own choosing 

and timeline, which will earn you the CBF 

Chesapeake Bay Steward certification. 

Registration opens soon at events.cbf.org/

Voices-RVA-2023. 

Student Leadership Programs 
These multi-day, in-person, overnight 

experiences are open to rising 9th–12th 

graders who are interested in joining 

fellow students in their mission to advance 

advocacy, take action, and raise awareness 

to help save the Bay. Expeditions primarily 

take place outdoors. All transportation, 

lodging, and meals are provided during 

the expeditions. Cost is $500; financial 

assistance is available. To register, visit  

cbf.org/slsummer.

Annual Clean the Bay Day 
Saturday, June 3, 9:00–noon 
Join us on June 3 for the traditional clean-

up or make your own event during the DIY 

week from June 4 through 9! To learn more, 

visit cbf.org/cleanthebayday.

PrideFest 
Saturday, September 23, 12:00–8:00 p.m. 
Brown’s Island, Richmond 
CBF is looking for volunteers to staff our 

table at this popular community event.  

Sign-up for two-hour shifts, then go have 

fun at the festival. Email Autumn Hart at 

ahart@cbf.org to register. Learn more about 

the event by visiting vapride.org/pridefest.

Representative Abigail Spanberger (standing at 
front) presents her vision for the upcoming Farm 
Bill legislation at a summit held this spring.
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