This walking path of interpretive signs and

1

T
PA

O

corresponding video tour will take you on a
culture of oysters in the Chesapeake Bay
region. CBF and its many partners,
including those in the Chesapeake
Oyster Alliance, are working
hard to restore the Bay’s oyster
population. We can’t do it alone.
As you walk the Oyster Path,
learn how you can join CBF and its
partners and volunteers to make a
difference in our ecosystem.

WHY RES TORE
OYS T ER S ?
The Chesapeake Bay’s Eastern oyster, Crassostrea
virginica, is vital to the health of the Bay ecosystem
and to the fabric of Bay culture. Oysters filter and

Ready to start
walking the
oyster path?
Scan below for more information
and to start the video tour.

clean the water, provide habitat to hundreds of other
species, and help Virginia’s economy through a wellmanaged oyster fishery. Oysters have and continue
with the Native Americans, to early European
Colonists and on through the modern watermen.

N E X T S T O P S O N T H E OY S T E R PAT H :
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Shell Recycling
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journey through the science, history, and

to influence the lives of various people beginning
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OYSTER PATH

Welcome to the
oyster path at CBF’s Brock
Environmental Center!
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Reef Balls

Oyster Gardening

PH OTO S: B O B D I L L E R ( TO P ) , CB F STA F F ( 2-4) , A ND T ERRY YOUN G /AIR AS PECTS (5)
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The Oyster Barge

Chesapeake
OYSTER
ALLIANCE
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Oyster shells are an
important resource
for restoring
oyster populations.
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ENJOY

Baby oysters, also called spat,
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RECYCLING
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need a hard surface on which to
RECYCLE

permanently attach. A single
oyster shell can provide a
new home for several new
oysters. Volunteers help
CBF collect about 3,000
bushels annually. The shells
cure on land for at least six
months to remove any organic
material or bacteria.

WATCH
THEM
GROW

ADD
BABY
OYSTERS

H OW C A N YO U H ELP ?
Recycle your shells.
Visit cbf.org/sosva to find out where you can drop off
your shells.

Ask restaurants to recycle their shells.

Did you know?
Native Americans
sustainability harvested
wild Chesapeake Bay oysters.
Scan below to learn more.

CBF volunteers collect oyster, clam, and mussel shells
from restaurants and oyster roasts. Be sure to ask
restaurant servers if they recycle shells before they take
your plate away. If they don’t, let us know and we can
contact them about joining our program!

Volunteer to prep recycled shells.
CBF hosts shell bagging events where volunteers
take loose shells, bag them, and stack them for
use in future restoration projects. This is a
great opportunity for groups to get
together and get their hands dirty.

PHOTOS: CBF S TAFF
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REEF

Other surfaces besides oyster
shells are used in restoration
projects. Concrete structures
called reef balls make excellent
underwater habitat.
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Volunteers play an integral role in reef ball
O
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construction. These dome-like structures are great
homes for fish, crabs, and hundreds of other
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species in the Chesapeake Bay.
They also add a threedimensional aspect

NN

The turbulence
supplies oxygen.

Nitrogen
turns to gas
and diffuses.

to reefs that allows
water to circulate
and bring oxygen

Water
circulates
up and over
the reef ball,
creating
turbulence.

The reef ball
serves as a
habitat for
Bay critters.

and nutrients to
the reef dwellers.

Did you know?

HOW CAN
YO U H ELP ?

Black watermen in the
Chesapeake Bay played
an important role in the
Underground Railroad.
Scan below to learn more.

Volunteer to build
reef balls.
All the reef balls you see have
been built by volunteers. These
events are labor-intensive, but
packed with tons of fun as you build
these igloo-like habitats for our Bay
critters. To find out how you can help
build oyster reefs, contact the Virginia
Oyster Team at cbf.org/vaoyster.
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Through CBF’s oyster gardening program,
volunteers can foster baby oysters in a wire
cage hanging from a pier. After a year, oyster
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Baby oysters need a little
help their first year.
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gardeners return their oysters to CBF
for planting on a protected oyster
reef. Even if you don’t live on
the water, CBF can help find
a location so you can still
participate. We have many
local marinas, parks, and
restaurants that have
agreed to let gardeners
hang oyster cages on
their property.

HOW CAN
YO U H ELP ?
Adopt some baby oysters.

Did you know?
Aquaculture supports a
more than $30 million industry
in the Chesapeake Bay region.
Scan below to learn more.

To get started, oyster gardeners attend an informational
workshop that explains how to care for your oysters.
Check out cbf.org/vaoystergardening for upcoming dates.
It’s an easy, family activity for all ages. Part of the fun is
seeing what other critters are attracted to your cages.
You might pull up a crab one day, a seahorse the next.

Build oyster cages.
Building cages is a great volunteer opportunity for
groups, scouts, or others that want to get involved.
Although oyster gardeners reuse their cages, we
still need about 500 new cages each year.

Chesapeake
OYSTER
ALLIANCE
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Built in 2019 specifically for our oyster program, you won’t
find anything like this in the world. This floating center
will allow CBF to restore oysters more efficiently
than ever, doubling our Virginia capacity to
15 million oysters per year.
Recycled oyster shells and reef balls
will make their way to the barge and
be placed into one of the 850-gallon
tanks you see before you. Larval
oysters will then be added to the
tanks. Once the oysters attach to a
shell or reef ball, these baby oysters
are called spat. These spat are
transplanted to protected reefs where
they will grow, filter, and spawn more
baby oysters. Together with Lynnhaven
River NOW and the many other partners in
the Chesapeake Oyster Alliance we’re working
to add 10 billion oysters to the Bay by 2025.
To learn more about all the benefits of this cutting-edge
facility, visit cbf.org/oysterbarge.
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The oyster barge is one
ofthe first floating oyster
restoration enters in the world.
Scan below to learn more.

Volunteer for an oyster planting.
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Did you know?

HOW CAN
YO U H ELP ?
Our busiest seasons are spring and summer
when we produce the baby oysters. We will
need help loading and unloading our tanks
and planting the baby oysters on sanctuary reefs.
Our restoration team is small with big dreams, so
it takes hard work and dedication of hundreds
of volunteers to make oyster restoration
programs a success. Find out more at
cbf.org/vaoyster.
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THE OYSTE

Welcome to the
Prudence H. & Louis F. Ryan
Mobile Oyster Restoration Center
(aka the Oyster Barge).
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