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CBF’s Legislative Priorities

I

From the Desk of

Christy Everett

n December, Governor Glenn Youngkin
presented his budget recommendations
in advance of the upcoming Virginia
General Assembly session that begins on
January 11. The governor’s budget includes
several of CBF’s priorities. We will be
working diligently to support these budget
proposals and other initiatives that advance
Clean Water Blueprint goals.
CBF supports Governor Youngkin’s
recommendation to allocate $237 million
to Virginia’s wastewater treatment plants
to ensure that these facilities continue to
make investments that reduce pollution.
We applaud this recommendation, which
reflects increased costs due to inflation and
to challenges created by climate change
and population growth. The governor
also proposed $137 million for the Virginia
Agriculture Cost-Share Program, which helps
farmers pay for projects like streamside
fencing and buffers, and he has proposed
an additional $100 million to assist the City
of Richmond in upgrading its outdated
combined sewer system. CBF applauds these
proposals which will give important boosts to
clean water.
CBF is also leading efforts to create a special
grant fund to incentivize the adoption of
conservation practices that are the most
effective at reducing pollution to the Bay—
riparian forested buffers, streamside fencing,
and nutrient management plan adoption. An
$8 million allocation to this new grant fund
will help more farmers install these practices
and assist them in meeting the existing
January 1, 2026, deadline by when farmers
with 20 or more cows must exclude their
herds from perennial streams and farms of
at least 50 acres of cropland must adopt an
approved nutrient management plan.
CBF is asking Governor Youngkin and
legislators to support $50 million for the
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As we start the new
year, CBF reflects on
our accomplishments
from 2022.
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Oyster babies love other oyster shells to settle
onto and grow. Unfortunately, there is a shell
shortage. A proposal for an oyster shell tax credit
will encourage shell recycling.
Stormwater Local Assistance Fund, which
provides matching grants to localities for
projects that reduce polluted runoff.
CBF is also supporting legislation that
would create an oyster shell tax credit to
encourage the recycling of oyster shells for
restoration purposes. The credit would be $4
per bushel and capped at $1,500 per entity
per year. Other fisheries-related requests
include support for Governor Youngkin’s
proposal of $225,000 to conduct a blue crab
stock assessment. We also urge legislators
to allocate $2 million to support mussel
restoration efforts at the Virginia Fisheries
and Aquatic Wildlife Center, as well as to
keep menhaden management decisions
with the experts at the Virginia Marine
Resources Commission.
While we support Governor Youngkin’s
inclusion of $200 million to the Resilient
Virginia Revolving Loan Fund, which provides
loans or grants to finance resilience projects,
we urge legislators to maintain Virginia’s
participation in the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative (RGGI) and keep the RGGI allocation
levels untouched.
Please join us in advocating for these issues.
Visit cbf.org/VASession for more information
and ways to contact your representatives.

With support from our members and
donors, we planted thousands of trees in
the Shenandoah Valley and Upper James
River watershed; constructed rain gardens
at Southside Richmond churches and
Lindenwood Elementary School in Norfolk;
helped hundreds of families, businesses,
and individuals grow oysters; provided
meaningful hands-on environmental
education opportunities for thousands
of Virginia students; and advocated for
record funding for state clean-water
programs. Learn more about these
achievements by exploring our
2022 Year in Review.
This year has shown what we’re capable
of achieving with your support. But it also
shows that we must remain vigilant. With
every sign of progress (unprecedented
investments in clean-water programs), we
see signs of concern (climate change is an
ever-growing threat).
As we head into a new year and gear up
for another exciting General Assembly
session, we hope you will take a moment
to reflect on all the positive outcomes
from 2022 and get excited about our
work in 2023. Thank you, as always, for
your support.

CBF Dedicates Shell Recycling Bin to Volunteer Walter Zadan
CBF’s oyster restoration efforts would not
be possible without the assistance of many
volunteers and the collection of recycled
oyster shells from local restaurants. The shells
are used to form the top veneer on newlyconstructed reefs and as setting places for
baby oysters to latch on and grow.
One of our amazing volunteers, 95-yearold Walter Zadan, picked up oyster shells
weekly from Berrett’s Seafood Restaurant in
Williamsburg. We were saddened at Walter’s
passing in fall 2022.
Over the past 13 years, Walter recycled
approximately 9,280 bushels from four
restaurants, totaling about 2.78 million shells.
These have become home to about 27 million
oysters that CBF and partners have planted
on sanctuary reefs. Berrett’s and other
restaurants that save shell for restoration are
key to efforts to bring back the Chesapeake
Bay’s once-decimated oyster reefs.
Walter was a regular oyster shell recycling
volunteer since 2008, one of dozens of Virginia
volunteers who pick up shells that restaurants

save after meals to become building blocks
for new oyster reefs. Volunteers then deposit
them in designated oyster shell recycling
bins around the state. When the bins are full,
volunteers shovel the shells into a truck to
be driven to CBF’s oyster restoration center.
There the empty shells are cleaned and placed
into large tanks with free-swimming baby
oyster larvae, called spat, which must attach
to a hard surface to grow into adult oysters.
In 2021, CBF honored Walter with an award
for outstanding environmental stewardship,
recognizing him as CBF’s longest-serving
Virginia oyster shell recycling volunteer.
After he passed away, CBF wanted to
memorialize his efforts by naming our
Williamsburg shell recycling bin after him.
On December 13, CBF staff, fellow volunteers,
friends, and family of Walter gathered to
dedicate the bin in his name.
If Walter’s story has inspired you to help
recycle shells, we are looking for a volunteers
to collect shells from area Hampton Roads
restaurants. If you are interested in helping
out, contact Julie Luecke at jluecke@cbf.org.

CBF Hosts Create and Advocate Event
In early December, CBF hosted a Create and
Advocate event at the Brock Environmental
Center in Virginia Beach.

You, too, can help support Virginia’s rivers
and streams, as well as the Bay. Visit our

The restoration efforts using recycled shells
contribute to the Chesapeake Oyster Alliance
goal of adding 10 billion oysters to the Bay
by 2025. The alliance is a coalition of nonprofits, community organizations, oyster
growers, and others, seeking to improve water
quality, engage new constituencies, and drive
economic benefits across the region. To learn
more, visit chesapeakeoysteralliance.org.

CBF in the Community
Oyster Shell Recycling

Volunteer as Chesapeake Steward graduate and
fashion designer Sonya Phillips led CBF’s Create
and Advocate event in December.
website at cbf.org/VASession to get the most
up-to-date information on our legislative
priorities. Then contact your state delegate
and senator to let them know they need to
support clean water.

H A M P TO N ROA D S
Brock Environmental Center
3663 Marlin Bay Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23455
757-622-1964
hamptonroads@cbf.org
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If you have shells you wish to recycle, please
visit our website at cbf.org/shellrecycling to
find a public collection bin near you.

R E S T O R AT I O N
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Volunteers joined us to learn how to create a
no-sew resusable bag from a T-shirt—while
learning how easy it is to be an advocate for
local and state water-quality issues.
Attendees learned about the pressing
clean-water issues coming up in the Virginia
General Assembly session as well as actions
they can take to urge their representatives
to support water-quality funding and other
important conservation initiatives.

CBF’s shell recycling bin in Williamsburg was
dedicated to long-time volunteer Walter Zadan
who passed away in fall 2022.

VIRGINIA
1108 East Main Street
Suite 1600
Richmond, VA 23219
804-780-1392

CBF HEADQUARTERS
Philip Merrill Environmental Center
6 Herndon Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21403
410-268-8816
Membership information: 888-SAVE-BAY

Remember to recycle your used oyster shells
so CBF can use them in our restoration
efforts. Visit cbf.org/shellrecycling for more
information and for a list of shell drop-off
locations. Interested in volunteering to
collect used shells from local restaurants?
Contact Julie Luecke at jluecke@cbf.org.

ADVOCACY
General Assembly Advocacy
Please monitor our 2023 legislative priorities
at cbf.org/VASession to stay up to date
with actions in the General Assembly. Then
contact your state delegate and senator to
tell them you support Bay priorities. To find
out your legislators’ contact information,
visit the General Assembly website at
whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov.

COMMUNIT Y
Annual Clean the Bay Day
Saturday, June 3–Saturday, June 10
Save the date for the 34th year of CBF’s
annual litter and debris clean-up! Visit
cbf.org/clean to learn more.

