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CBF’s Legislative Priorities
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From the Desk of

Peggy Sanner

n December, Governor Glenn Youngkin
presented his budget recommendations
in advance of the upcoming Virginia
General Assembly session that begins on
January 11. The governor’s budget includes
several of CBF’s priorities. We will be
working diligently to support these budget
proposals and other initiatives that advance
Clean Water Blueprint goals.
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As we start the new
year, CBF reflects on
our accomplishments
from 2022.
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CBF supports Governor Youngkin’s
recommendation to allocate $237 million
to Virginia’s wastewater treatment plants
to ensure that these facilities continue to
make investments that reduce pollution.
We applaud this recommendation, which
reflects increased costs due to inflation and
to challenges created by climate change
and population growth. The governor
also proposed $137 million for the Virginia
Agriculture Cost-Share Program, which helps
farmers pay for projects like streamside
fencing and buffers, and he has proposed
an additional $100 million to assist the City
of Richmond in upgrading its outdated
combined sewer system. CBF applauds these
proposals which will give important boosts to
clean water.
CBF is also leading efforts to create a special
grant fund to incentivize the adoption of
conservation practices that are the most
effective at reducing pollution to the Bay—
riparian forested buffers, streamside fencing,
and nutrient management plan adoption. An
$8 million allocation to this new grant fund
will help more farmers install these practices
and assist them in meeting the existing
January 1, 2026, deadline by when farmers
with 20 or more cows must exclude their
herds from perennial streams and farms of
at least 50 acres of cropland must adopt an
approved nutrient management plan.
CBF is asking Governor Youngkin and
legislators to support $50 million for the

Oyster babies love other oyster shells to settle
onto and grow. Unfortunately, there is a shell
shortage. A proposal for an oyster shell tax credit
will encourage shell recycling.
Stormwater Local Assistance Fund, which
provides matching grants to localities for
projects that reduce polluted runoff.
CBF is also supporting legislation that
would create an oyster shell tax credit to
encourage the recycling of oyster shells for
restoration purposes. The credit would be $4
per bushel and capped at $1,500 per entity
per year. Other fisheries-related requests
include support for Governor Youngkin’s
proposal of $225,000 to conduct a blue crab
stock assessment. We also urge legislators
to allocate $2 million to support mussel
restoration efforts at the Virginia Fisheries
and Aquatic Wildlife Center, as well as to
keep menhaden management decisions
with the experts at the Virginia Marine
Resources Commission.
While we support Governor Youngkin’s
inclusion of $200 million to the Resilient
Virginia Revolving Loan Fund, which provides
loans or grants to finance resilience projects,
we urge legislators to maintain Virginia’s
participation in the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative (RGGI) and keep the RGGI allocation
levels untouched.
Please join us in advocating for these issues.
Visit cbf.org/VASession for more information
and ways to contact your representatives.

With support from our members and
donors, we planted thousands of trees
in the Shenandoah Valley and Upper
James River watershed; constructed
rain gardens at Southside Richmond
churches and Lindenwood Elementary
School in Norfolk; helped hundreds of
families, businesses, and individuals grow
oysters; provided meaningful hands-on
environmental education opportunities
for thousands of Virginia students; and
advocated for record funding for state
clean-water programs. Learn more about
these achievements by exploring our
2022 Year in Review.
This year has shown what we’re capable
of achieving with your support. But it also
shows that we must remain vigilant. With
every sign of progress (unprecedented
investments in clean-water programs), we
see signs of concern (climate change is an
ever-growing threat).
As we head into a new year and gear up
for another exciting General Assembly
session, we hope you will take a moment
to reflect on all the positive outcomes
from 2022 and get excited about our
work in 2023. Thank you, as always, for
your support.

CBF and Partners Continue Greening Projects in Richmond
In November, CBF collaborated with our
partners at the City of Richmond, Virginia
Department of Forestry, and University
of Richmond to tear up pavement and add
trees to a city street in Southside Richmond.
The partners first used machinery to break
up and remove pavement from a portion of
120-foot-long stretch of sidewalk that was
eight feet wide. The poor, compacted soil
underneath was then enriched with
compost and biochar. Partners then planted
eight native trees, including a swamp
white oak, fringetree, black tupelo, and
American yellowwood.
Replacing this pavement with trees
beautifies Richmond streets, creates cooling
shade and a buffer from cars for people who
use the sidewalk, reduces polluted runoff
to the James River, and provides relief from
extreme heat. Research shows that pavedover, treeless stretches of Richmond can be
up to 16 degrees hotter in the summer than
leafier parts of the city.
And CBF’s partnership with the city and area
community groups continues to grow! CBF

was notified that we were awarded a National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant to plant
300 trees on Richmond city property and
work with up to seven churches to remove
pavement, install stormwater practices, and
plant trees and native plants. Major partners
include Interfaith Power & Light, the City of
Richmond, Groundwork RVA, the Virginia
Department of Forestry, Southside ReLeaf,
and the Richmond ToolBank.
This new grant funding expands on CBF’s
Greening Southside Richmond Project,
which since 2020 has planted 650 new trees
in Richmond neighborhoods suffering from
extreme heat linked to racially-motivated
housing discrimination in the past. The
link between extreme heat and redlining is
documented in a recent study by the Science
Museum of Virginia, Virginia Commonwealth
University, and Portland State University.
Working with faith communities has been
central to these planting efforts. Starting
in 2015, CBF worked with Second Baptist
Church of South Richmond to remove part of
their parking lot and plant a rain garden that
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Partners stand next to their newly planted street
trees in Southside Richmond.
reduces runoff to James River. The project
also supported the creation of an urban
farm and community garden that is irrigated
with rainfall collected from the church roof.
The effort has supplied fresh produce to the
community and sparked a farmer’s market.
At Branch’s Baptist Church in Richmond’s
Southside, CBF worked with the church to
plant 100 trees on their property in 2018.
That project led to a larger effort completed
last year at Branch’s Baptist that removed
20,000 square feet of pavement and
reforested the area with trees.

More Buffers and Better Grazing
Last December, CBF, Boxerwood Education
Association (a non-profit nature and
environmental education center serving the
children and families in Rockbridge County),
and dedicated volunteers planted 600 native
trees along Moffats and Otts Creeks near
Raphine to create a riparian forested buffer.
The buffer is made possible due to a grant
CBF received from the Virginia Environmental
Endowment’s James River Water Quality
Improvement Program to restore 200 acres
of streamside forests in the Upper James
River watershed. The program will cover all
costs for landowners and farmers to plant and
maintain riparian forested buffers.

Also in December, CBF hosted another
volunteer planting event to help create
silvopasture on a farm in Harrisonburg.
Silvopasture is the integration of trees and
grazing livestock operations on the same
land. The trees help filter polluted runoff and
prevent erosion while cows or sheep graze on
grass beneath them.
This silvopasture planting is funded through
a grant CBF received from the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation to encourage the
use of better grazing management, which
benefits the environment in many ways.
Grass helps capture more rainfall so that less
water, nutrients, and sediment run off to
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Volunteers help plant trees in Rockbridge County
this past December to create a streamside buffer
that will filter pollution and prevent erosion.
nearby streams. It also contributes to healthy
soils, making farms more resilient to weather
extremes like drought and heavy rainfall.

CBF Calendar
General Assembly Advocacy
Please monitor our 2023 legislative
priorities at cbf.org/VASession to stay
up to date with actions in the General
Assembly. Then contact your state
delegate and senator to tell them you
support Bay priorities. To find out your
legislators’ contact information, visit the
General Assembly website at
whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov.

