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In September, 
a coalition of 
Indigenous tribes 
announced they 
are suspending talks with the Chesapeake 
Bay Program on a longstanding effort 
to become signatories to the revised 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement.

The Indigenous Conservation Council 
(ICC), which includes representatives 
from all seven federally recognized tribes 
in Virginia, has worked for more than a 
year to secure meaningful inclusion and 
recognition in Chesapeake Bay restoration 
efforts. They have been met with delay 
after delay and little concrete action.

The tribes are right to be frustrated. 
They deserve meaningful inclusion and 
recognition in Bay restoration efforts. 
Their tribal knowledge is invaluable to 
stewarding the health of waterways.
 
CBF spoke in support of the tribes during 
the public comment portion of the Bay 
Program’s Policy Steering Committee 
meeting in September, urging decision-
makers to make things right. For far too 
long, tribes have not had a seat at the 
table when it comes to the Chesapeake 
Bay Partnership, even while delivering 
invaluable contributions on promoting 
broader goals of clean water, thriving 
habitat, and healthy landscapes.

President’s Executive Order Threatens Bay Restoration

I
n September, the Trump administration 
issued an executive order that decimates 
Chesapeake Bay clean-up efforts 
by weakening federal leadership, 

accountability, and coordination between 
government agencies. Without a clear 
charge, it is uncertain how the federal 
government will track progress and 
hold states accountable for meeting Bay 
restoration goals.

The Trump executive order also unfairly 
attacks stormwater fees that local 
governments use to address pollution and 
flooding problems in their communities. 
Stormwater is the fastest growing source 
of pollution to the Bay. Stormwater fees are 
levied locally and remain in effect unless 
localities repeal them.

This order makes it harder to restore the Bay 
just as communities face growing challenges 
from pollution, flooding, and climate change. 
This is not the time to step back.

In the wake of the executive order, states 
and Congress must stand up for the 
Chesapeake Bay. That starts with elected 
leaders fully investing in the programs 
needed to restore the Bay, doubling down 
on their commitments in the Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed Agreement, and holding the 
federal government accountable. Join us in 
urging Congress to provide strong funding 
for federal agencies in fiscal year 2027, 
ensuring they can uphold their commitments 
to restore and protect the Bay and its 
waterways, habitats, fisheries, and wildlife. 
Visit bit.ly/4h81kih to take action today.

Research Shows Historic Lows for Breeding Osprey
The 2026 season was the worst year ever recorded for 
breeding ospreys in the Chesapeake Bay, according 
to research released in September by the Center for 
Conservation Biology at the College of William & Mary. 
This continues a years-long trend of struggling osprey 
reproductive rates, with researchers finding that a 
prime factor causing osprey chicks to starve was food 
stress. The report said the extreme food stress in 
recent years “appears to be caused by” changes to the 
availability of Atlantic menhaden, a nutrient-packed  
fish that is a key food source for osprey and many  
other species.

Virginia is the only state along the Atlantic coast that 
still allows industrial menhaden fishing in state waters. That lone remaining industrial 
operation—Omega Protein and their fishing partner Ocean Harvesters—extracts over 
100 million pounds of menhaden from Chesapeake Bay waters each year, with limited 
scientific understanding of the impacts to the Bay’s ecology or coastal communities.

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) is currently weighing 
changes that could reduce the menhaden harvest in the Bay by up to half and spread 
the harvest throughout the season, lessening some of the stress on this struggling 
estuary. You can submit comments on the proposal, known as Draft Addendum II, until 
October 9. Visit bit.ly/4gCnnfx to send comments today.
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https://cbf.quorum.us/campaign/trumpeo/?utm_source=action-alert&utm_medium=staff&utm_campaign=take-action
https://cbf.quorum.us/campaign/addendum2/?utm_source=action-alert&utm_medium=staff&utm_campaign=menhaden
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CBF in the Community

R E S T O R A T I O N 

Tiny Forest Tuesday  
Tuesday, October 6, 9:00–11:00 a.m. 

Fonticello Park 

2715 Bainbridge Street, Richmond 

We’ll be hand‑pulling weeds to ensure this 

young forest can grow strong. Visit cbf.org/

events/tiny-forest-tuesdays-7 to register.

Tree Planting  
Saturday, October 31, 9:00 a.m.–noon 

Chimborazo Playground 

29th & E. Grace Streets, Richmond

Help plant 24 native trees. Register at 

events.cbf.org/chimborazo2026. 

A D V O C A C Y 

Tell Congress to Stand Up  
for the Bay
Let your congressional representatives 

know that the Trump administration’s 

executive order dismantling the foundation 

of Bay restoration success is unacceptable. 

Visit bit.ly/4h81kih to take action today.

Menhaden Action
Advocate for better protection of the Bay’s 

menhaden population. Visit bit.ly/4gCnnfx 

to send comments to ASMFC on its Draft 

Addendum II before October 9.

C O M M U N I T Y  
Building a Resilient Energy 
Future for Virginia 
Monday, October 12, 6:30–8:00 p.m. 

Irving Theater, Code Building 

225 W. Water Street, Charlottesville 

This lecture and panel discussion will 

explore clean energy development, solar 

expansion, environmental justice, and 

the role of the Regional Greenhouse Gas 

Initiative (RGGI) in shaping the state’s 

energy landscape. Visit cbf.org/events/

building-a-resilient-energy-future-for-

virginia to register.

Charlottesville Oyster Social 
Tuesday, October 13, 5:00–8:00 p.m. 

Three Notch’d Brewery 

520 2nd Street SE, Charlottesville 

Enjoy all-you-can-eat raw oysters from 

aquaculture partners across Virginia, along 

with drinks and light fare. Register at cbf.

org/events/charlottesville-oyster-social.

V I R G I N I A
1108 East Main Street, Suite 1600 

Richmond, VA 23219 
804-780-1392 

CBF_Richmond@cbf.org

H A M P T O N  R O A D S
Brock Environmental Center 

3663 Marlin Bay Drive 
Virginia Beach, VA 23455 

757-622-1964 

C B F  H E A D Q U A R T E R S 
Philip Merrill Environmental Center 

6 Herndon Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21403 
410-268-8816 

Membership information: 888-SAVE-BAY

CBF Presents Award CBF Leads Buffer Visit

In August, CBF hosted more than 100 people 
for an oyster tasting at Triple Crossing 
Brewery in Richmond. Folks had a great time 
learning about aquaculture, water quality, 
and CBF’s work, all while enjoying oysters 
and beer. At the event, we also presented our 
Legislator of the Year Award to Delegate Betsy 
Carr (D-78), who championed menhaden and 
environmental education legislation during 
this year’s General Assembly session and has 
been a staunch supporter of CBF’s for many 
years. Other state and local elected officials 
also joined us for the event. Many thanks to 
LogicMonitor for sponsoring the event.

From left to right: Delegate Betsy Carr, CBF Policy 
Manager Jay Ford, and CBF Virginia Executive 
Director Chris Moore pose as Delegate Carr 
accepts CBF’s Legislator of the Year award.
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During the first week of September, CBF 
staff participated in the Upper and Middle 
James Riparian Consortium meeting. Scores 
of people trekked to Highland County to 
network, learn, and connect on buffers and 
available resources to implement them. 
CBF presented to the group and joined our 
partners at Trout Unlimited to lead attendees 
on a field visit to a buffer we helped install 
several years ago. This work is part of a grant 
awarded by the Virginia Environmental 
Endowment that focuses on installing 
streamside forested buffers in the Upper 
James River watershed.

CBF and Trout Unlimited staff lead a field  
visit to a riparian forested buffer project in 
Highland County.
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M I D D L E  A N D  U P P E R  JA M E S  B U F F E R  C O N S O R T I U M

Governor Unveils New Data Center Framework
This fall, Governor Spanberger released a 
framework that would impose new guardrails 
on data centers by boosting transparency and 
promoting requirements for clean energy and 
public water usage. 

Data centers are already affecting Virginians 
in many ways—driving up electricity bills, 
saddling communities with noise and harmful 
air pollution from diesel generators, and using 
significant quantities of water resources. 
Without proper regulations, data centers pose 
significant risks to Virginia communities, 
the health of the Chesapeake Bay, and the 
Commonwealth’s air and waterways. 

Among other measures, the Governor’s 
Data Center Accountability Framework calls 
for banning non-disclosure agreements 
that shield data center development from 

necessary public scrutiny; requiring local 
input and support before larger data center 
projects move forward; limiting the amount of 
electricity data centers can generate from on-
site natural gas; closing loopholes that allow 
emissions to bypass Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Initiative (RGGI) requirements and 
sidestep state clean air standards; setting 
and enforcing water use standards; and 
ensuring data centers invest in projects that 
compensate for the water they use.

During the 2027 General Assembly session, 
legislators will have the opportunity to codify 
many elements of the governor’s framework 
into law—and build on them to go further.  
We must ensure that data centers are 
transparent throughout their life cycles,  
offset their water use, and fuel their 
operations with clean energy.

http://www.cbf.org
https://www.cbf.org/events/tiny-forest-tuesdays-7/
https://www.cbf.org/events/tiny-forest-tuesdays-7/
https://www.cbf.org/events/chimborazo-playground-tree-planting/
https://cbf.quorum.us/campaign/trumpeo/?utm_source=action-alert&utm_medium=staff&utm_campaign=take-action
https://cbf.quorum.us/campaign/addendum2/?utm_source=action-alert&utm_medium=staff&utm_campaign=menhaden
https://www.cbf.org/events/building-a-resilient-energy-future-for-virginia/
https://www.cbf.org/events/building-a-resilient-energy-future-for-virginia/
https://www.cbf.org/events/building-a-resilient-energy-future-for-virginia/
https://www.cbf.org/events/charlottesville-oyster-social/
https://www.cbf.org/events/charlottesville-oyster-social/
mailto:CBF_Richmond%40cbf.org?subject=

